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Dear Knighthood at the Order of St. John  

The 4rd edition of Nordic Herald - Scandinavia is now available.   

 

So we have entered autumn with all its beautiful colors on the trees and where the forest 

now fades step by step. However, here in Denmark we have just experienced a wonderful 

late summer until 23 September 2024 with beautiful sunshine and where you could even 

sunbathe. This has now reversed and huge rain showers have taken over here.  

There has just been an investiture in Denmark at the end of August and this was a 

magnificent experience, as there was participation from several countries (Denmark, 

Norway, Sweden, Finland & Malta). There were 2 beautiful women who were knighted 

Dame Katarina Krzyzinska from St. Eskil in Sweden and Dame Bolette Juhl, who is in the 

Commanderiet Dagmar, and then became Chev. Aleksej Sjöberg installed as Commander 

in Finland.  

You can read more about this in the magazine, as well as other exciting and inspiring 

articles to delve into. 

 

You are also very welcome to contribute a new article or 2, depending on what is on your 

mind. ♥  

For the next edition of the Nordic Herald, Christmas greetings are also very 

welcome.  

The deadline will next be 15 December 2024.The email adress is :   

mail.nordicherald@gmail.com 

 

I would very much like to say a big thank you to the Members 

of the Order who have contributed with these beautiful posts 

this time.Now I would like to wish You good reading     

Knightly greetings  

 

Mette Møller,  
Editor of Nordic Herald. 

mailto:mail.nordicherald@gmail.com
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   Commadery Dagmar: 

 

Activities: 

22. oktober 2024: Order Meeting, Skanderborg 

29. november 2024: Christmas convention, Skanderborg 

4. februar 2025, Order Meeting, Skanderborg  

 

Anniversaries:  

 

3. oktober 2024:  Chev. Kim Aabo Christensen, 65 years  

 

Contributions to the Nordic Herald are gratefully 

received 

Deadline 15. December 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nordic Headquarters  
Prior Nordic Priory 
Frank Jakobsen 
fra.jakobsen@gmail.com 
Tlf +47 900 21 290 
 

Commanders 
Dagmar 
Kim Aabo Christensen 
kaac1565@gmail.com 
Tlf +45 4222 0498 
 

St. Eskild Priory 
Lars Vigerland 
lars.vigerland@sh.se   
Tlf +46 (0)708-22 3350  
 

St. Sunniva 
Frank Jakobsen 
 

Finland 
The Finnish Commandery 
Aleksej Sjöberg 
Aleksej.sjoberg@ortfi 
Tlf: +35 8453 185 277 
 
 

Herald of Arms  
Nordic Priory 
Preben Sloht 
Preben.sloht@gmail.com 
Tlf +45 2395 2370 
 

Editor 
Mette Møller 
mail.nordicherald@gmail.com 
Tlf +45 2990 2257 
 

Co- Editor 
Vibeke Omberg 
vibekeom@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kaac1565@gmail.com
mailto:Aleksej.sjoberg@ortfi
mailto:vibekeom@gmail.com


 

 Nordic Nordic Herald- Scandinavia  

          Commandery  Dagmar:  

 

At the request of Dame Ulla Knappe, the Nordic Herald begins with a beautiful little song.     

 

The September sky is so blue 

1. September's sky is so blue, 

its clouds shine white, 

and soundly we hear the lark beat 

as before at springtime. 

The young rye of the mulch grows 

with green bright blades, 

but the stork farthest away went 

with sun on its wings. 

 

2. There is a Sunday calm 

between trees and roofs, 

a cheerful joy in growing, 

like it was summer days. 

And the cow shakes in her grass 

with the juice around his mouth, 
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while the farmer drives home with loads, 

there is sunshine yellow. 

 

3. Every stubble field we stare at, 

stands brown and yellow and golden, 

and the rowan stands red and the sedge blue, 

and purple black is on the shelf. 

And dahlias grow brightly 

among the asters in our garden, 

so rich is the last bloom of the year: 

October's offering. 

 

 

4. The red apples loosen easily 

from the tired branches of the tree. 

Soon the crown's net of leaves brightens, 

and every leaf must burst. 

When the evening sun on its flight 

behind black branches wither, 
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about the last red fruit of the year 

it heavily and mildly reminds us. 

 

5. To fly like a spring seed 

to become a summer flower 

is only to wither to die, 

can no fruit you give. 

If the gentle power of maturity 

of life itself you learned, 

then beats behind the faded rose dress 

your red rosehip heart. 
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Faith and love 

You can rightly claim that it was Paul who invented Christianity. It was he who 

systematized the preaching of Jesus, who raised the core of Jesus' words, which we must 

assume has been told to Paul, who did not personally know Jesus. Paul was educated in 

the Pharisee direction, but despite of his background, Paul came to stand as the foremost 

exponent of Christianity's spread among the non-Jewish peoples. As he writes in the 

Galatians: "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus." For Paul, it was not the 

ancestry or the gender that meant something - as is the case in Judaism - but only faith. 

Alone of faith we are saved, and in faith we are all right towards God, the same theme that 

Luther picked up when he, so to speak, rediscovered Paul. 

Time and time again, we hear in the gospels that Jesus rejects that man can be saved by 

laws, and thundering against the form of law of Pharisees. This becomes a cardinal point 

in Paul's theology and later also in Luther’s. However, the emphasis that faith alone is 

crucial must not be confused with a rejection of the deeds of love, which unfortunately all 

too often happens. The works of love have a central meaning in our Christian faith, it is 

merely about understanding that the deeds of love can never be understood as a means of 

achieving justice, but the works of love have their origin in the love of God in the remission 

of sins. Man does not do the deeds of love to become righteous, but because he has been 

justified that God in the remission of sins, and thus the deeds of love are the deeds of God 

because they originate from the love of God. Thus, in a man's good deeds towards us, we 

can see God's love towards us. Thus, the deeds of God are not bound to obvious 

wonders, but the deeds of God happen through the hands of man. 

The problem with the deeds of love is that we have no opportunity to determine their 

origins with certainty, whether they originate from faith or whether they are hypocritical. As 

Kierkegaard writes in the deeds of love: "The hidden life of love is in the innermost, 

unfathomable, and then again in an unfathomable context with all life. As the quiet lake 

pours deep in the hidden well, which no eye so that a human love is found even deeper, in 

the love of God. If there wasn’t any well at the bottom, if God was not love, then neither the 

little lake was, nor the love of a man. As the quiet lake is dark in the deep wing, thus the  
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love of a man is enigmatic in God. As the quiet lake invites you to consider it, but by the 

mirror image of darkness forbids you to see it: Thus, the enigmatic origin of love forbids 

the love of God to see its reason. " 

Thus, we cannot judge about a man's righteousness in relation to God according to its 

deeds, we each have our faith alone to stick to. "For Christ is the end of the law, that 

everyone who has faith may be justified." 

 

 

 

Niels Refskou  

Prelate 
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 Investiture at Commandery Dagmar, 

Nordic Priory 

31. august 2024 

By Chev. Kim Aabo Christensen, Commander 

 

Participants from 6 countries gathered in the Nordic region! 

It was with great pleasure that I was able to welcome over 40 Knights from 5 units from a 

total of 6 nations to Commandery Dagmar's Investiture in Skanderborg Castle Chapel on 

Saturday 31th of August 2024. It was also a very special day! We held an Investiture for 

both Commandery Dagmar and for the Priory of St. Eskil from Sweden. Chevalier Aleksej 

Sjöberg was deployed as Commander and the Finnish Commandery was again an active 

unit for the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem. In addition, there were appointments to 

Knights from Commandery Dagmar and from Commandery St. Sunniva from Norway. Yes, 

that might sound a bit confusing! But what a day and what a day of celebration! 

It all started when I picked up LGM Paul Borg at Billund Airport on Thursday 29th of 

August, after which we drove to Hotel Skanderborghus. Here we were accommodated in 

the familiar, scenic surroundings. 

On Friday, August 30th, the guests began to arrive. From the beginning, the conversation 

was easy and cheerful – we have it easy in the Nordic countries – we speak different 

languages, but we all understand each other. The leaders of the Nordic Priory (Dagmar 

and St. Sunniva) held a meeting with LGM Paul Borg. Of course, we also had the 

participation of Prior Lars Vigerland from Sweden and the future Commander from Finland. 

Here we talked about aims and visions for the future. It was a matter of course that the 

meeting ended up witnessing our great unity and desire for further co-operation in the 

Nordic Region. The future really looks bright and exciting. 

The evening went by with good food and good company. Some went to bed late.... and 

some even later! 
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Saturday meant continued fun for the many and preparations for the few. But we know the 

routine, and we were ready in good time to welcome the last Knights, Dames and guests. 

We lined the official part of the Investiture with a coffee table with pastry. I introduced the      

 

leaders of the participating units as well as the Aspirants. For Commandery Dagmar, it 

was Aspirant Bolette Juhl from Greenland, and from the Priory of St. Eskil, it was Aspirant 

Katarina Krzyzinska from Sweden/Poland. It was also a great pleasure and honor to be 

able to present Commander Torben Knudsen in front of a delegation from Commandery 

Antvorskov. We have good relations and enjoy our companionship. 

Dressed in cloaks, we walked to Skanderborg Castle Church, where we had a march into 

the medieval building. We had for us a new priest who was in charge of the service, parish 

priest Kristian Skovmose. I'm sure we'll see a lot more of him.  

     

Flagbearer Mette Møller           Inside Skanderborg Castlechurch                   Master of Ceremony Kim Anker Nielsen   

and Commander                                                                                                            lite the lights during rites 

 

After the sermon, I opened the Investiture according to the Rite. Parish Priest Kristian 

Skovmose took the aspirants in oath, I demanded them allegiance to the Order and to the 

Order's supreme leader, Lieutenant Grand Master Paul Borg. Prior Frank Jakobsen and 

Prior Lars Vigerland mounted the Knights' Crosses on the new Dames, and Master of 

Ceremonies Kim Anker Nielsen placed the cloaks on their shoulders. After the Investiture, 

it was time for photography before we hiked back to Hotel Skanderborghus.  
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LGM Paul Borg and Dame Bolette Juhl                   Parish priest Kristian Skovmose           LGM Paul Borg and 

                                                                                    and Dame Katarina Krzyzinska       Commander Aleksej Sjöberg 

     

         LGM, Priors, Commanders and new Dames                  Knighthood in front of Skanderborg Castlechurch 

 

Back at the hotel, the conversation continued over a welcome drink. At 1815 the 

Knighthood and guests were called in for the Lighting and Knighthood Ceremony. The 2 

new Knights lit their candles and received their Diplomas and Knight's Folios. LGM Paul 

Borg once again welcomed them into the Order.  

After this, Chev. Anders Omberg (NO) and Dame Vibeke Omberg (NO) received their 

appointment as Knight of Grace and Dame of Grace respectively. From Dagmar Chev. 

Aage Terp received his well-deserved appointment as Commander of Grace. Deputy      
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Commander Preben Sloht had in the usual distinguished way prepared Coats of Arms for 

the new Dames and for Prior Lars Vigerland. It was a great honor for me to present the 

Coats of Arms in absence of Preben Sloht. 

 

 

   

LGM Paul Borg appoints Chev. Aage Terp (CGSJ)                         Dame Katarina Krzyzinska lites her light  

   

     

        Prior Lars Vigerland shows his new Coat of Arms                                                   The Knighthood 

 

Then the gala dinner and the many beautiful speeches awaited. It was beautiful to hear 

that the overarching theme was the close co-operation and unity between the Nordic 

nations. With the restoration of the Finnish Commandery, the Nordic Priory got another 

Commandery under its wings. The collaboration was also mentioned in Dagmar's good 

ties and knighthood with Commandery Antvorskov.  
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                   We are ready for the Galadinner                                                      Prior Frank Jakobsen 

 

         

      Mr.  John Weber and Henry De Souza Dyreng                                       Kirsten Lindkær Nielsen and Kim Anker 

Nielsen 

                  Hospitaller and Master of Ceremony 

 

The evening ended late, and it was such a great pleasure to be able to inform you that the 

development of the Nordic Priory has not stopped here. LGM Paul Borg has approved our 

plans to form a North Atlantic Commandery. The upcoming Commandery will consist of 

people from and of people with extensive experience of the Faroe Islands and Greenland.  
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I will tell you more about that on a later occasion. Plans have been made, and the work 

has begun. Commandery Dagmar is in charge. 

 

 

Chancellor Sussi and her lucky husband       
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 Skanderborg, 31 August 2024 
          By Dame Katarina Krzyzinska 

 

Saturday 31 August was a mix of sunshine, fellowship, 

solemnity, seriousness and laughter. 

It was my second time in Skanderborg and 3 Investitures 

in the Order of St. John the Baptist - St. John's Order of 

Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. This time, however, it 

was I who had the honor of being accepted into the 

Order. 

 

The distance between the hotel where the festivities took place and the church is not long. 

10 minutes walk. But when 30 people march in mass in the small town, wearing the 

mantles of the Order with the prominent white Maltese cross, it arouses both curiosity and 

wonder in the passers-by. 

For me, it's about belonging, pride and a responsibility that I undertake as a member of the 

Order.  

It was grand and solemn when we marched into the church.  

The Standard Bearer, the Master of Ceremonies, aspirants, the Priors of Sweden and 

Norway, the Commendator of Denmark and the Grand Master together with the priest of 

the Castle Church marched into the beautiful medieval church.  

The investiture began with beautiful singing, organ playing, the priest's sermon and then 

transitioned into the reception ceremony. 

My fellow sister, Bolette, has traveled all the way from Greenland to be accepted as a 

member of the Order. Our fellow brother, Aleksej, traveled all the way from Finland to be 

promoted to Knight Commander. 
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It was big, it was beautiful, emotional and thoughtful. So many before us have knelt before 

the Grand Master and vowed to do their duty to God and to the Order of St. John the 

Baptist - the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. 

And that as a Christian I devote myself to serving my fellow men and do my utmost to 

follow the four cardinal virtues and the eight beatitudes.  

With a tradition and history that stretches back almost 1000 years, it feels extra honorable 

to wear the cross and represent the Order externally. 

With reverence and pride, I will spread the word of the Order, its values and the important 

mission of helping our fellow human beings. With my experience and expertise in idea-

driven organizations, I am convinced that I can contribute to the Order's continued 

development and success.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has welcomed me with open arms, love and friendship! I look 

forward to our cooperation between the countries and to strengthening the Order's 

presence in Scandinavia. 

 

- Dame Katarina Krzyzinska 
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 The Finnish Commandery is active again! 

By Chev. Kim Aabo Christensen, Commander 

It is with great pleasure and pride that I can announce that the 

Finnish Commandery is once again an active Commandery. This 

happened with the appointment of Chev. Aleksej Sjöberg, 

Commander of Grace, to Commander. The appointment took 

place during Commandery Dagmar's Investiture on 31.th of 

August 2024 in Skanderborg, Denmark. Chev. Aleksej Sjöberg 

was sworn in by Parish Priest Kristian Skovmose, and LGM Paul 

Borg installed him as the new Commander of our Finnish unit. 

 

LGM Paul Borg installs Chev. Aleksej Sjöberg as new Commander for The Finnish Commandery 

 

The Nordic Priory is growing, and our efforts are increasing. Commandery Dagmar wishes 

the Finnish Knighthood and especially Chev. to Aleksej Sjöberg congratulations with his 

appointment. Commandery Dagmar looks very much forward to the further cooperation 

between our nations. 

Pro Fide – Pro Utilitate Hominum! 
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Johanniterne – Episode 2 
By  Chev. Henrik Rudolph, Historian 

 

I have sat down at my living room table and am getting ready to write the second episode 

about the Johannite Order in the Holy Land. I have opened a good bottle of red wine and I 

have found Jonathan Riple Smith's book - The Hospitallers in the Levant ca 1070-1309. 

The pages are curled and full of notes, and it's like having a good friend visit. 

But Jonathan Smit's book can't quite do it in this episode, so today 

I've also invited Zoe Oldenbourg to visit. She has written a book 

about the Crusades, called .. The Crusades, and it is absolutely in 

the same category as the Hospitallers in the Levant. Zoe has 

promised to help me well through the campaign against Egypt in 

1163 to 1167. 

 

 

We left the Johannite order with the death of the first master in 1120. Brother Gerald 

created the foundation of the order that we know today. An order based on a solid We 

have with St. Mary's Hospital. The order is born and the future awaits. 

 We are now writing the year 1126, and the order has a new leader. His name is Raymond 

de Puy, and he is a slightly different type to Gerald.  

In the 1120s we see the first signs of a militarization of the order, 

and on 17 January 1126 we meet for the first time a source that 

describes the presence of a brother with military rank. This year, 

the Order receives a number of gifts in the form of buildings in 

northern Syria, and the recipient is indicated as a constable who 

was present with five militiamen.        
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But what exactly is a militiaman?   WE are in a time where a standing army does not exist. 

The last standing armies we have seen were Roman legions, and they disappeared with 

the decline of the Roman Empire in the 4th century. 

 After this, there have been lots of fighters, but it has not been 

within a national framework. Instead, men have been available 

for war service to the local lord as part of the nobility or as 

militiamen who typically came from peasant or bourgeois 

backgrounds. 

So WE have 2 warrior classes. The noble warriors or the 

professional warrior class, who are typically mounted and then 

the militia, which consists of local people who fight for the local 

area with their own weapons, and it is this last class that has      

begun to work for the Johannite order. 

2 years later in 1128, Master Raymond is attached to the military branch of the royal 

household, and in a letter he describes how "the clergy and other holy men with whom we 

fight here in the defense of the holy land" have precisely acquired these military qualities. 

In 1136, the previous militarization seems to have 

ended, when the order was awarded its first castle – 

Beth Gibelin. The defense of a strategically well-

placed castle means that the order must now have 

developed sufficient military forces and the fledgling 

beginnings with a constable with 5-6 militiamen must have developed into something much 

more substantial. 

Jonathan Riley Smith describes two creation myths about the Order's transition to its 

militarized form that differ in their nature. 

In the first depiction, the transition is described as a consequence of devout individuals 

who eagerly took up arms to defend the holy house (the order) and in the second, it is told 

that it happens in a state of madness, as knights take over the order, displacing the monks 

and the clergy.         
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The two myths describe two different angles on militarization. In the first, the transition is a 

happy development, whereas the second is the story of the collapse of the original order. 

Unfortunately, we do not know Raymond de Puy's thoughts on the contradictions this 

transition has meant for the order, but there is probably not much doubt that he has been 

preoccupied with them. 

As early as 1120, the order begins to receive gifts in the form of land and buildings in the 

Holy Land, and with land and properties increases the need to be able to defend and 

secure the new assets. At the same time, there is a need to protect the pilgrims who travel 

between the order's territories, and for Raymond de Puy the solution is to hire local 

warriors in the form of militia soldiers, and over time this group grows larger and larger 

until the order begins to admit knights among his brothers. The original order collapses, 

but a new order emerges from the ashes, consisting not only of nurses but also of first-

class warriors. 

When you write it, it sounds easy, but in the real world it has been a process where 

attitudes have met attitudes, where positions have faced each other and where the entire 

basis of the order's existence has been at stake. 

In short: There has been trouble at the convent meetings, but in 1142 the militarization has 

progressed so far that the order takes over Crak de Chevaliers, Arnaz, Tel Kalakh, Qalaat 

and Mardabech, which brings the Johannites all the way up into the military super league. 

From heaven to hell. Or how Gilbert de Assailly almost ruined the Johannite order. 

As is well known, Raymond de Puy dies between 1158 and 1160 and for the following 3 

years we do not actually know the grand master.  In the official Grand Master Johannite 

list, Auger de Balben is indicated as master in the period 1160-1161 and Arnaud de 

Comps in the period 1161-1162, but that is also the knowledge we have.          

A number of historians of the order today believe that none of these people ever held the 

post of grand master, but I will not help spread bad stories about people who may very 

well have been able to make an effort. 
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Instead, I will draw attention to the master who we know was elected on January 19, 1163. 

His name is Gilbert of Assially, and if Raymond de Puy was different, then Gilbert of 

Assially is indeed different. 

He has served in the order for many years, where he has been a judge in the order's 

magistrate. He has good contacts with the king, loves everything that is big and expensive 

and………yes, he is depressive. Maybe a little manic-depressive, but this diagnosis wasn't 

invented in 1163 at all, so leave it at that. 

The Kingdom of Jerusalem just got a new king. His name is Amalric, and he may be the 

wisest king the kingdom has. He has a strong strategic understanding of what is needed to 

secure Outremer, and he has a golden opportunity to implement his plan.  

The Islamic world is still not united, and in Egypt things are in a stalemate. The old 

fatalistic empire is collapsing, and to the north Nur ad-din is getting ready to take the life of 

the old kingdom of the pharaohs. 

If only Amalric can come first, then he is sitting on the richest land in the Middle East, and 

then the possibilities are endless.  

Now unfolds what could be an excellent TV series on Netflix. The story is in three acts, 

and the first act falls in 1164.  

Let's just name the 5-6 main characters who are in this dramatic play.  

Shawar ibn Mujir al-Sa'di is the Fatimid Grand Vizier in Cairo. He is of the old Fatimid 

lineage, traditionalist and as loyal as a pendulum.  

Nur ad-Din is the emir of Aleppo. He is what we would call cynical, murderous and totally 

bent on the annihilation of the Crusader states. 

Asad ad-Dīn Shīrkūh bin Shādhī better known as Shirkuh, is a Kurdish mercenary who 

became a leader in Nur ad-din's army.       
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We already know the rest of the players, so let's not spend more time on Gilbert and 

Amalric, but instead dive into the story. 

 In 1163, Amalric makes his first invasion of Egypt, and the campaign begins well. Things 

are looking really good for the Crusaders. The reason for the invasion is that Sahwar has 

come into conflict with the Emir of Aleppo Nur 

Ed-din, who has sent his best general to 

overthrow Sahwar.  

Nur ad-din responds by sending an army towards 

the eastern part of the kingdom, but at first he 

really gets one on the hat, of the northern 

crusader   states, and that's really good news for 

Amalric. 

The Crusader army marches on towards Cairo, but when the treaty between Jerusalem 

and Cairo is ratified, Nu ed-din chooses to send his best general to Egypt with a force from 

Aleppo.   

Cooperation between Jerusalem and Cairo must be prevented, and Shirkuh's forces meet 

the Crusaders at Babain. General Shirkuhs, nicknamed the Kurdish Wolf, inflicts a defeat 

on the Crusaders, then advances on Alexandria, where he displaces Shawar's forces and 

captures the city. Egypt is falling, but not to the Crusaders and the good start campaign is 

now replaced by discouragement. 

However, Amalric is not about to give up and with the remnants of the Frankish knights 

and parts of Shawar's forces he marches to Alexandria and begins a siege. The city falls 

and suddenly Amalric has become a hero ……. in Egypt. 

Shirkuhs chooses to withdraw his army from Egypt and he leaves his nephew in Christian 

captivity. The nephew gets good treatment from the crusaders, but in hindsight it would 

probably have been better to turn the tables on the lost nephew. By the way, the name is 

Salahadin. 
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Well, Shawar pays the bill to Amalric, the bezants ring in the royal coffers, and Amalric 

happily distributes to good friends like Gilbert of Assailly and the Johannite Order. 

Three years later in 1168 it is mad again. The blood money from 1164 is still ringing in 

Amalric's coffers, and he has developed a taste for more. He opens the second invasion of 

Egypt, but this time Nur ad-din responds. He sends his general Shirkuh to Cairo, where he 

deposes the Grand Vizier. 

 This time it is the Johannites who are pushing for a new expedition to Egypt. Gilbert leads 

a number of factions that want a trip back to Cairo, and Gilbert is really ready to lead, He 

wants to field 500 knights and 500 turcopals. 

(Legend cavalry from the Turkish areas - Often of 

Armenian origin) with the support of infantry, and despite 

that it will be about 2500 men. That's an insane number of 

men from one organization.  This is far more men than, for 

example, the Danish king Valdemar himself could provide 

for the Wendertoget against Rügen in the same year, and 

more than half of the total army of the Kingdom of 

Jerusalem in 1265, 100 years later, (Ian Heath 1978). 

 Well, Amalric considers the situation in the late evening hours in Jerusalem, and ends up 

jumping on board with the idea. This one is good, and the friends from the St. John's order 

almost pay for the feast. Gilbert borrows more than 100,000 bezants, (an enormous 

amount for his time), and in 1169, the army sets out for Egypt 

again. 

 This time, however, it doesn't go like the last time.  Already in 

the first phase of the campaign, the Frankish army makes the 

mistake of mutilating the population of Blebeis when it captures 

the city. The Crusader army is of the opinion that Egypt is ready 

for the taking. 
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Instead, you meet a population that is ready to fight, and the siege costs the Christian 

army too many casualties, and what do you do then……you take revenge on the civilian 

population. Women and children are murdered, and instead of getting an Egypt that 

submits, you have now got an enemy that, on top of that, invites the enemy's enemy in.  

Nur ed-din is invited inside and Shirkuh arrives with a strong army, kills Shawar and 

installs his now freed nephew on the throne of Cairo 

The campaign has gone completely wrong. Cairo has a new master, and yes, he happens 

to be Salahadin's uncle. A man we will hear a lot more about. Right now, Gilbert has to go 

home and pay the bill, and it's going to be expensive. 

For Amalric it is just a wasted opportunity, but for Gilbert it is an economic and ideological 

disaster. 

When Gilbert returns home to Jerusalem, he is struck by what can best be described as 

clinical depression. He has a huge debt to pay, but what's worse, he also has to stand up 

for having failed hospital work while he's been away. 

Gilbert becomes so upset that he decides to leave the order and live the rest of his life as 

a recluse, but he is not allowed to do so. The king demands that he return to his post, as 

Jerusalem is in danger, and i.a. the Grand Commander Pons Blavus gets the Patriarch in 

Jerusalem to call the Grand Master to order.  

Gilbert of Assially agrees to return, in exchange for his promise that he will not leave the 

order again unless he receives the Pope's specific approval.  

The problem is just that large parts of the order will not accept the church's intervention in 

what must be called internal affairs. The order has great privileges and one of the most 

important is that it is exclusively under the jurisdiction of the Pope. 

 

The criticism hits Gilbert hard, and he once again chooses to withdraw. Before he leaves 

the order, however, he gets to elect a new Grandmaster called Cast of Murols.  
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Mannnnn……. It doesn't work either. The Grand Commander Pons Blavus is fired, and he 

becomes enraged, and decides to take the case to the Pope. For several months running     

 

the conflict in the order, but when King Amalric calls the new and the old Grand 

Commander to a conversation about the situation, the new Pons Blavus forbids to proceed 

with the matter. 

 Gilbert of Assially hears about it, and then again has a bout of depression. He agrees to 

attend a large meeting of the general chapter in Jerusalem, where it is 

agreed to let the Pope decide the matter. 

After this, Gilbert goes to Rome, where the Pope ends up approving 

Gilbert of Assially's departure and Cast of Muron's election. Gilbert's 

days as a grandmaster are over, and unfortunately so is his life. He 

does not return to Jerusalem and instead travels towards England, 

where in 1171 he drowns after a shipwreck 3 miles outside Dieppe in the English Channel. 

In the order, the discussion about its future continues and the conflict between the 

clerical/hospital side and the knight wing flares up again. It takes more than ten years to 

resolve the conflict and several popes have to intervene in turn. In the 1180s, Pope Lucius 

III approves the legitimacy of the order, as a combined order of monks and knights. In a 

later episode, I will come back to the significance of the Pope's decision, because it will be 

culture-creating for the Johannite order, and it will have significance right up to today. 

But what actually happened to the debt? Well.... It was probably paid for by the wealth that 

the order had accumulated over the first 100 years. Because there was enough money, 

and even more would come.  
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The collection of tin rings increases 

significantly 
By Chev. Kim Aabo Christensen 

In the last issue of the Nordic Herald, Editor Mette Møller, Dame 

of Grace, wrote about our initiative to collaborate with REMA 

1000 to collect can rings. We do this together with other 

organizations in what is called “Project Can Rings”. 

I started by setting up a tub in REMA 1000 in Billund in May 

2024. I hoped that for the rest of the year we would be able to collect 5-15 kilos. After all, 

you need about 4-5 can rings for just 1 gram! But already by the end of August, the 

collection in Billund had reached 55 kilos! 

It is really a nice support from the locals! Later I set up tubs in REMA 1000 in Grindsted 

and in Skanderborg. 

 
                    Dame Elisabeth Weber 

 

But now Dame Elisabeth, Dame of Honor, has taken up the idea. Today, she was happy to 

announce that she had contacted REMA 1000 in the towns of Varde, Billum, Tarp and 

Guldager. They had all agreed to participate, and Dame Elisabeth quickly set up collection 

tubs in the shops. 

GREAT work, Dame Elisabeth. 
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Appointment for Chev. Aage Terp 
By Dame Sussi Anette Flores Aabo Christensen, Chancellor 

 

 

It was a great pleasure for Commandery Dagmar during our Investiture that LGM Paul 

Borg appointed Chev. Aage Terp to the honorable rank of Commander of Grace. 

 

LGM Paul Borg appoints Chev. Aage Terp 

 

As a reason for the appointment, Commander Kim Aabo Christensen stated the following: 

“During his time as a Knight in Commandery Dagmar, Aage Terp has previously served as 

Master of Insignia and Vice Chancellor. Today he holds the offices of Treasurer and Sword 

Bearer. Chev. Aage Terp is known for his very dedicated approach to his duties. Chev. 

Aage Terp is innovative and manages to develop his duties in the most loyal and best 

possible way. Chev. Aage Terp makes a great effort to the Knighthood and the Order 

through his travels, where he helps to forge bonds of friendship and mutual support. I am 

truly glad and proud for the effort Chev. Aage Terp delivers”. 
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Commanders words 
By Commander Kim Aabo Christensen, KJSJ 

 

Dear Knighthood of Commandery Dagmar 

Dear Knighthoods of St. Sunniva, the Finnish Commandery 

and of the Priory of St. Eskil 

 

 

We have reached the 4th edition of our Nordic Herald, and we have also reached the 

autumn.  

 

That brings me to this year's Investiture, which – as usual, I dare say – went quite terrific. 

But this year it was still different. Fortunately, this is in an absolutely good way. We 

welcomed Dame Bolette Juhl to Commandery Dagmar's ranks and also welcomed Dame 

Katarina Krzyzinska from the Swedish Priorat St. Eskil.  It was also a great pleasure that 

the Finnish Commandery once again appears as an active unit. This happened at the 

appointment of Chev. Aleksej Sjöberg to Commander. We must truly say that the Nordic 

Region is strong and continues to develop its strength and efficiency! Commandery 

Dagmar already has new Aspirants. They are ready in the wings and will soon be joining 

as members of Forum Donati. I am sure that they will do a good job, when times comes. 

In the last edition of the Nordic Herald, I mentioned that the Council is in the process of 

rethinking tasks and portfolios. I wrote that we would spend the rest of the year doing that. 

I think that I can already show the structure for future functions at the meeting of the Order 

on 22 October. The purpose is simple: the more of our Knighthood who are activated in 

our work, the more skilled we become and more people can share in responsibility and 

influence. I am convinced that this will increase our unity, willingness and loyalty to the 

task. Together we stand stronger! 

In the first 8 months of the year, we have already collected AND sorted more can rings 

than ever. I am incredibly proud of that. More and more people from the Commandery are 

lending a hand, and it can be felt. Last year, we broke the record for the last 10 years with 

an achieved weight of can rings of 1500 kilos. This year, in just 8 months, we are already  
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up to 2.2 tons. That's an increase of 50% and then only in 2/3 of the time! GREAT WORK, 

dear knighthood. The day before our Investiture, I took LGM Paul Borg to the sorting 

center in Skanderborg. Here he got to see the great, manual work that Dagmar does. He 

looked with a happy twinkle in his eye – visibly pleased with the effort and probably also 

amazed to see a warehouse of 12-13 tons of can rings, which the organizations behind 

Project Can Rings have collected this year! 

What happens internally in Commandery Dagmar? Yes, we have permission from Malta to 

form the framework for a future North Atlantic Commandery. It is intended to consist of a 

knighthood originating from or with extensive knowledge of Greenland, the Faroe Islands 

and Iceland. The Nordic Priory grows and solves tasks together and with joint forces. I am 

very happy with the response we are getting and the support we have. This is thanks to 

your efforts and our excellent social relations internally in Dagmar, in the Priory and also 

externally in the Order. 

Pro Fide – Pro Utilitate Hominum! 
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          Priorat St. Sunniva: 
 

 Oscarsborg Day 24 August 2024 

BY Dame Vibeke Omberg, St. Sunniva, DSJ 

 

A memorable day for young and old! 

For ten years, Ås Maltesergruppe, in collaboration with the 

Children's Cancer Association in Oslo and Akershus, has organized the magical 

Oscarsborg Day. This day, specially arranged for children and young people who have or 

have had cancer, and their families, has become a tradition that brings joy and hope. 

This year's anniversary celebration was a great success, despite the somewhat uncertain 

start by the weather gods. The sun peeked out just in time for children, young people and 

their families to gather on the idyllic lawn in front of the hotel. 

 

 

Picture 1: families with children and young people gathered on the grass for information 

about the day. 
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Oscarsborg - a historical backdrop 

Oscarsborg Day is held at the magnificent Oscarsborg fortress complex, an island in the 

middle of Drøbaksundet. The fortress has a long and fascinating history that stretches 

back to 1848, when the main fortress was built. Over the years, the fortress has 

undergone major changes and upgrades, and it played a crucial role during the Second 

World War. 

It was precisely here, at Oscarsborg, that Norwegian forces carried out one of the most 

significant military operations during the war. On 9 April 1940, in the first hours of the 

German invasion, Norwegian gunners at Oscarsborg succeeded in sinking the German 

battleship Blücher. This event delayed the German occupation of Oslo and gave the king 

the opportunity to flee north. 

Today, visitors can explore the historic buildings and cannons at Oscarsborg. The old 

fortress complex houses a museum that tells the story of the fortress, from its construction 

in the 19th century to the events of 1940 and up to the present day. 
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Picture 2: An overview of the square and the area that forms a historical framework for the 

experience. We were allowed to borrow the hotel's ATV for transporting equipment. 

 

A breathing space in everyday life   

Oscarsborgdagen is more than just a day of activities. 

It is a respite in an everyday life characterized by 

treatments and uncertainty. Here, the children and 

young people get the opportunity to meet others who 

understand what they are going through. They can 

share experiences, play and just be children. For 

parents too, the day is an important reminder that they 

are not alone. 

Picture 3: Children climbing trees in the area. 

 

Exciting activities 

A highlight for many are the exciting activities on offer. The rib tour is always popular with 

the participants. With high speed and exciting maneuvers on the open water, children and 

young people get a unique experience. The helicopter tour gives a completely different 

perspective on the area. From the air, they can see Oscarsborg fortress and the 

surrounding landscape in a completely new way. These activities help create lifelong 

memories. 
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Picture 4: Helicopter ride with a view over Drøbak, barbecue, together with an exciting and 

fast-paced rib ride. 

 

Many volunteers contribute 

Behind the successful day is a large group of committed volunteers. From early in the 

morning, they work to create a memorable experience for the participants. It is thanks to 

their efforts, and sponsorship of food, drink, boats and helicopters, that we can offer such 

a varied and exciting programme.  

We are infinitely grateful to everyone who pitches in to make this day possible. 

Without their support, Oscarsborgdagen would not have been the same. 
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Picture 6: Volunteers from the Maltese group with Frank as the prime mover.. 

 

A day for everyone 

 This year's Oscarsborg Day was a day filled with joy, laughter 

and warmth. We are incredibly 

grateful to everyone who helps 

make this day possible. For us, it 

is an honor to be able to take part 

in creating a memory for life for 

children and young people who 

have been through so much.. 
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Picture 7: We especially want to thank Ribevent v/ Nicolai Walle Wennersten and his 

colleague, maritime manager Bjørn Einar Krane and his colleagues at the fortress. And not 

least the helicopter crew at Airlift. We also thank Coop extra in Ås, which once again 

contributed, and the Vasilis Doka restaurant, which gave ice cream to all participants. 

We are already looking forward to next year! 
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Pro Fide – Pro Utilitate Hominum 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 


